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Sri Kombur Vangipuram G. Aravamudha Iyengar 


On his eightieth birthday this year (12-10-90) in sincere 
appreciation of his singular role in supporting all that has gone 
into the making of this and the two previous volumes of the 
Indian Music Journal devoted to Divya Prabandham music. 
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This issue is the third of the series of three special volumes 
devoted to the publication of the music of the Divya Prabandham in 
Svara notation. The earlier two issues (Vols. XVI and XVII) were 
devoted to Tiruvaimoli and Periya Tirumoli respectively. This issue 
devoted to Mutalayiram, effectively completes the resetting of the 
Divya Prabandham to music, a task begun by V. V. Sadagopan in 
1975 and Ariyakkudi Ramanuja Iyengar a little before him. 

The present issue omits Tiruppavai. Nacciyar Tirumoli and 
Kanninun Ciruttampu, works which have already been published in 
Devagana (1985), as also some of the minor works (Tirumalai. 
Araalanatipiran etc,). Similarly, the Pallantu and Uneru Celvam have 
already appeared with the setting for all the Pasurams in Devagana 
and only the first Pasuram of each decad is included here. The last 
two Pasurams in this issue are not a part of the Divya Prabandham. 
but are nevertheless included here because of their relevance to 
Devagana performances. Finally, there is a Kattiyam in Tamil, which 
was recited on the occasion of Gnruji's coronation on 21-6-90. 
Kattiyam is perhaps a corruption of the Sanskrit Gadya meaning 
Prose, and is generally recited before deities on all ceremonial 
occasions. This Kattiyam is in the form of a cilation, eulogising 
Guruji's monumental contribution to the revival of Sri Nathamuni‘s 
art. (Fittingly, a Ratna Kiritam or ruby crown and Vairamudi 
Padakkam or pendant replicating the famous Vairamudi festival of 
Melkote were conferred upon Guruji by Sri Muddu Tirunarayana 
Swami on the occasion). 

Periyalvar Tirumoli has a remarkable finesse in the language. 
Like Syama Sastri in the trinity of Karnatac music. Periyalvar too. 

it would appear, lived a good and simple life, but not one of 
self-denial. Royal patronage came to him unasked, though he does 
acknowledge, in appropriate terms, his gratitude to Vallabhadevaraya 
the Pandya King (Cenniyonku) and to Celvanampi, the minister 
(Pallantu). 



Viewed as a whole, Periyalvar Tirumoli reads like a biography, 
but unlike Namalvar’s Tiruvaimoli, which traces the ascent of the 
soul, this work traces the development of divine consciousness 
personified in Krishna, first as a child from infancy to adolescence, 
then as the indwelling friend and companion of everyman Vatsalya 
is the dominant rasa, but there are two decads in Sringara rasa 
(PT 3. 7 and 3. 8) in the plaintive lone of a mother who has 
lost her daughter to Krishna. It is a matter of conjecture whether 
the poet was. in fact, echoing his own sense of loss and separation 
after Antal’s marriage to the Srirangam lord. 

Kulasekara Pcrumal’s Tirumoli (KPT) is as rich in sentiment as 
it is short in length. In a brief ten decads he savours the Sringara 
of Gopis waiting for Krishna after dark, the Vatsalya of Devaki 
and of Dasaratha, separated from their beloved sons, Vira and 
Adbbuta in recalling the Ramayana story, and even Vibbatsa in his 
contempt for worldly pleasure. The last decad is in the form of a 
Sopanam - a folk song format that is characteristic of Kerala. 

The Tirunetuntantakam of Tirumankai Alvar is not a part of 
the Mutalayiram It is generally placed in Tome 'll, after the Periya 
Tirumoli. and finds a place here only because of exigency. In it the 
poet extolls, in the first ten Pasurams, the lord's I’aratva. but is 

soon drawn to Area, the beautiful icon form gracing temples. In just 

twenty Pasurams. he pours out the essence of Sringara rasa in the 
mould created by Nammalvar and perfected by him. This was the 
last of Tirumankai’s works, and Tirumankai himself was the last of 

the Alvars. For us then, as indeed for the poet himself, this is 

perhaps the most fitting finale for the Divya Prabandham, and a 
perfect epitome of the aesthetic perfection aimed and achieved through 
all the previous experiences contained io the works of the Alvar 
saints. 
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BOOKS 


SPIRALS AND CIRCLES: An Organismic Approach to Music and 
Music Education (1983) Collected and edited from the notes and 
lectures of Professor V. V. Sadagopan. Sixteen chapters on 
the theme of 'Music for All" in a broad perspective of 
education, culture and thought Ideas illustrated with a selec- 
tion of songs in Hindi and Tamil. 

Calico bound 

PPxii + 144 + Plate B s 75 ^. 


OEVAGANA: An Outline of South Indian Temple Music 

(1985): Svara, Raga and Tala details in Notation (Tamil) for 
Pasurams from the Divya Prabandham and other texts in the 
Nathamuni tradition, with an introduction in English on the 
performance. 

Hard bound 

PPxx + 180 + plates Rs. 120/- 


TIRUPPAVAI ILLUSTRATIONS: 32 Ninteenth 

Century Line Drawings with an introduction 
by Srirama Bharati and Sowbhagya Lakshmi 


Folder + 32 Plates 


Rs. 40/- 



THE TIRUVAIMOLI OF NAMMALVAR 
RENDERED IN ENGLISH 



Srirama Bharati 

and 

Sowbhagqa Lakshmi 


The Tiruvaimoli of Nammalvar is an Andadi poem a 
garland of 1102 Tamil Verses, unfolding a dramatic theme 
of love It is also on allegory on the universalization of the 
spirit of man. 


The Tir uvaimoli in English offers a readable account of the 
Alvars's mystic experience. It also complements a project for 
recording and documentation of the music- 


Hard bound pp viii 4- 208 


Rs 60 1 - 
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